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THE KRAFT FAMILY AWARDS $90,000 TO NONPROFITS DURING
HALFTIME CEREMONY ON SUNDAY, DEC. 30
The New England Patriots Foundation announced $90,000 in grants to 15 local nonprofits in honor of each
Patriots Difference Maker named during the 2018 Celebrate Volunteerism initiative.
Sara Deren from Experience Camps named the Patriots Difference Maker of the Year and awarded a $20,000
grant for the nonprofit.
FOXBOROUGH, Mass.– Though the spirit of volunteerism will continue

beyond the 2018 football season, the Kraft family and the New England
Patriots Foundation celebrated the ongoing Celebrate Volunteerism
initiative in a special halftime ceremony during the Patriots’ regular season
finale versus the New York Jets on Sunday, Dec. 30 at Gillette Stadium.
As part of their commitment to celebrating volunteers, the Foundation presented the “Patriots Difference Maker
of the Week” award each week during the season, which aims to recognize deserving volunteers who go above
and beyond to give back to their community. Patriots Chairman and CEO Robert Kraft and Patriots and Pro
Football Hall of Famer Andre Tippett were on the field at halftime to congratulate all of this year’s winners.
“There are so many volunteers doing great things in our communities,” said Patriots Chairman and CEO Robert
Kraft. “We receive hundreds of nominations for the Patriots Difference Maker each year. Reading their stories is
heartwarming. We love highlighting the contributions of a deserving volunteer weekly throughout the season
and rewarding them collectively with a special halftime ceremony in their honor in front of a capacity crowd at
Gillette Stadium.”
At Sunday’s game, Kraft and Tippett announced that each of the Patriots Difference Makers would be receiving a
$5,000 grant to support the nonprofit organizations for which they volunteer. During the halftime ceremony,
Kraft and Tippett also presented a $20,000 grant to Experience Camps on behalf of the 2018 Patriots Difference
Maker of the Year, Sara Deren.
More than 10 years ago, Sara created Experience Camps as a way to teach children how to deal with their grief.
She merged a traditional summer camp experience with a substantive and well-prescribed grief program that
allows children to bond with each other while building a supportive community.
"I founded Experience Camps to create a community for grieving children,” said Sara. “At camp, our kids are
able to break down the walls of isolation and experience the playfulness of childhood that is often overshadowed
by their loss.”
The program develops a platform for children to share their stories, remember the person they lost and to find a
healthy emotional balance. Under the guidance of licensed clinicians, campers have the opportunity to

remember the person who died, while developing the tools they need to help guide their grief through
adolescence and adulthood. In the program’s first year, 27 boys attended the week-long summer camp in
Maine. Today, the camp serves more than 600 boys and girls ages eight to 18 at five different sites nationwide.
As part of the Celebrate Volunteerism initiative and Patriots Community Tuesdays, current and former Patriots
players made more than 500 appearances in New England communities throughout the year, participating in
activities that included reading books to students, visiting patients in hospitals, giving back to children and
families during the holidays and encouraging children to exercise 60 minutes a day through the NFL Play 60
campaign.
The Patriots Women’s Association and Patriots families also joined the Celebrate Volunteerism initiative by
participating in the annual toy drive. They also teamed with more than 20 current and former Patriots players to
distribute 220 complete Thanksgiving meals to families in need and led children on a holiday shopping spree.
Patriots season ticket members were also involved in the year-round Celebrate Volunteerism initiative.
Throughout the year they prepared meals for people experiencing homelessness, planted American flags to
honor fallen heroes, created birthday packages for children in hospitals, and much more.
The Kraft family and the Patriots Foundation will continue to Celebrate Volunteerism during the postseason, offseason and seasons to come. The Celebrate Volunteerism initiative aims to share examples of dedicated
volunteers, build awareness of the need for volunteering, identify and educate others about volunteer
opportunities and inspire New Englanders to follow the Kraft family’s example of becoming lifelong volunteers.
For more information about the Celebrate Volunteerism initiative, including resources and information about
volunteering, the “Patriots Difference Maker” award, and to join the Celebrate Volunteerism movement, visit
www.patriots.com/community.

2018 Patriots Difference Makers of the Week:
Organization
Beat NB Cancer Foundation
Mass. Adoption Resource Exchange
FRAXA Research Foundation
Ann’s Place
Rhode Island Community Food Bank
Connor’s Climb Foundation
Special Olympics Rhode Island
Greater Nashua Habitat for Humanity
Bennett Brothers Balm/DFCI
Boys & Girls Club of Fitchburg/Leominster
Regional Hospice & Palliative Care/Western CT
Experience Camps
Angel Flight of New England
The Immigrant Learning Center
Housing Families

Patriots Difference Maker
Patrick Lacey
Ashia Ray
Kathan Pierce
Wilda Hayes
Serge Wechseler
Tara Ball
Richard Rocheleau
Mary Jarril
Harry & Heath Bennett
Brett Houck
Sharon Siegel
Sara Deren
Rodney Flynn
Diane Stern
Dorothy Long

Hometown
Braintree, Mass.
Newton, Mass.
Medford, Mass.
Danbury, Conn.
Warwick, R.I.
Exeter, N.H.
Lincoln, R.I.
Nashua, N.H.
Malden, Mass.
Leominster, Mass.
Bethel, Conn.
Westport, Conn.
Woburn, Mass.
Boxford, Mass.
Everett, Mass.

Photo caption: Patriots Chairman and CEO Robert Kraft and Patriots and Pro Football Hall of Famer Andre

Tippett take a group photo with the 2018 Patriots Difference Makers of the Week. (photo courtesy of Dwight
Darian/New England Patriots).
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